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working groups within the Committee to re-
view specific issues.

(c) Members of the Committee shall serve
without compensation but shall be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu
of subsistence, as authorized by law for per-
sons serving intermittently in the Govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding any
other Executive order, the functions of the
President under the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act, as amended, except that of re-
porting to the Congress, that are applicable
to the Committee shall be performed by the
Director of the NCO in accordance with
guidelines that have been issued by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services.

(b) The Committee shall terminate 2 years
from the date of this order unless extended
by the President prior to such date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 11, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 13, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 14.

Remarks Following a Screening of
the Film ‘‘Thomas Jefferson’’
February 11, 1997

Thank you. First of all, I know I speak for
all of us when I thank Ken Burns and all
of those who made this magnificent film pos-
sible. Thank you, especially, Jack Smith, for
your work in making it possible and sponsor-
ing it.

If you think about what Ken Burns has
given to America with ‘‘The Civil War,’’ ‘‘The
West,’’ ‘‘Baseball,’’ and ‘‘Thomas Jefferson,’’
I think Mr. Jefferson would be very proud
of you, Mr. Burns. And I know we all are,
and we thank you so much.

I think every American President has been
inspired by Jefferson’s ideals, affected by his
decisions, fascinated by his character. Two
of my most prized personal possessions are
an original printing of the ‘‘Notes on Vir-
ginia’’ and a printing of Daniel Webster’s

marvelous eulogy to John Adams and Thom-
as Jefferson delivered in Faneuil Hall in Au-
gust of 1826. And from time to time when
I feel some sense of despair, just for the heck
of it, I take them down and open the pages
and start reading.

I always thought that the fact that both
of them died on the 50th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence was the best
evidence the modern world has on the ques-
tion of whether God is. It is impossible to
believe this happened by accident.

And so, I ask all of you to leave here to-
night with a sense of gratitude to Thomas
Jefferson but also with the firm conviction
that the thing he was most right about was
in leaving us a system that would always be
in the act of becoming, that his unshakable
belief that the future could be better than
the present extended even to himself and to
his contemporaries, to their failures and to
their successes.

And that is what we must always believe.
You make a better present if you think about
the future being brighter and if you really
believe in the potential of every single human
spirit. Thomas Jefferson did, and so should
we.

I hope you’ll now join us in the State Din-
ing Room, and you’ll all be able to talk about
what you liked most about the movie. But
let me say again, we’re gratified to have you
all here. Hillary and I have looked forward
to this evening for a long time, and we are
especially grateful for all of you who had any
part in this magnificent gift to the people of
the United States.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ken Burns, producer of the film,
and Jack Smith, president, General Motors Corp.

Remarks on Receiving the Final
Report of the White House
Commission on Aviation Safety and
Security and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 12, 1997

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President. Secretary Peña, Secretary-
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designate Slater; Senator Lautenberg, thank
you for your support and involvement. And
a special thanks to all the members of this
very distinguished commission for the work
that they did.

This report lays out a clear plan of action
to ensure that America’s airways and air-
planes will remain the safest and that our
passengers the most secure in the world well
into the next century.

Our aviation infrastructure is just as impor-
tant to us today as the great railroads were
in the 1800’s or the interstate highway system
became in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury. Just as they made us competitive in the
economies of the 19th and 20th century, a
modernized national airspace system will de-
termine our ability to compete in the 21st
century.

It is fitting that the Vice President is lead-
ing this effort. One of the great legacies of
Al Gore, Sr.’s service in the United States
Senate was his leadership in building our
interstate highway system. The mission to
modernize and improve our airspace system
for the challenges of the next century is every
bit as important and historic, and I thank him
for the work he has done.

I also want to commend the members of
this commission for first taking on the task
and especially the family members of the vic-
tims of airline disasters, those serving on the
commission, those who wrote to us, those
who testified before us about how to improve
our interaction with families in the aftermath
of disasters. Out of their personal tragedy
they have made a valuable contribution to
all of us.

The recommendations in this report are
strong, and we will put them into action. We
will use all the tools of modern science to
make flying as safe as possible. We will bring
our air traffic control system into the 21st
century, and we will do it by converting to
space age satellite technology. We will also
change the way we inspect older aircraft, to
include an examination of wiring and hydrau-
lic systems, all to ensure that every plane car-
rying passengers, regardless of its age, is as
safe as it can be.

We are doing all these things so that we
can cut the fatal accident rate by 80 percent
in 5 years—in 10 years—and so that by the

year 2005 our air traffic control system will
be the finest in the world. We are also taking
steps to improve security for all American
travelers.

I want to say a word about two of the re-
port’s most important recommendations on
accident reduction and security. First, it’s im-
portant to note that air travel is still our safest
mode of transportation and America has the
lowest accident rate in the world. We have
to keep it the lowest and keep working to
improve. The FAA and the airline industry
have been partners in this effort for years.
Today I am pleased to announce that NASA
will join them. NASA has agreed to dedicate
up to a half a billion dollars in research and
development budget over the next 5 years
to help make sure we do achieve our accident
reduction goal.

Second, aviation security is one of the
major fronts of our three-part counterter-
rorism strategy. On September 9th, I accept-
ed the commission’s 20 initial policy rec-
ommendations on security. We acted quickly
to implement these recommendations. We
have begun installing 54 bomb detection ma-
chines in America’s airports. We are training
and deploying over 100 bomb-sniffing dog
teams. The FAA is hiring 300 new special
agents to test airport security. And the FBI
is adding 644 agents and 620 support person-
nel in 1997 to counterterrorism efforts.

We are taking action to make our people
more secure. But we cannot afford to rest.
The balanced budget I submitted to Con-
gress last week contains $100 million for fu-
ture aviation security improvements, as the
commission recommends. I urge the Con-
gress to provide this critical funding. This un-
precedented Federal commitment reflects
our resolve to do everything we can to pro-
tect our people and to prevent terrorism.

Again, let me thank the Vice President and
the commission for this remarkable report.
Your work should give the American people
confidence that air travel in the 21st century
will be better and safer than ever before.

Thank you very much.
The Vice President. Mr. President, I

think we’re going to have a chance to visit
with each of them. I want to just note that
every single member of the commission
signed the final recommendations. And it was
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unanimous on every section, with the excep-
tion of one dissent in one part of the report
from one commissioner. Every member of
the commission has signed it.

American Airlines Labor Dispute

Q. Mr. President, on aviation, if American
Airlines and its pilots can’t come to an agree-
ment by Friday, are you inclined to use your
power to declare a national emergency and
therefore avoid the disruption of a strike?
[Laughter]

The President. You’re going to have an-
other shot at me tomorrow, you know.
[Laughter] First of all, today I want to say
this and just this. This issue has huge implica-
tions for our country and, in particular, for
specific parts of our country. I have been fol-
lowing it very closely. Today I want to say
that the time has not expired, and I want
to encourage the parties to make maximum
use of the mediation board process. That’s
what ought to be done today, and that’s all
I have to say about it today.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform Legislation

February 12, 1997

In my State of the Union Address, I said
that delay would mean the death of campaign
finance reform, and I called on the Congress
to act by July 4, 1997. Passage of effective
finance reform must be a priority for this
Congress, but we will succeed only if citizens
all across the country make clear to elected
officials that change is urgent and that public
support is broad and deep. Project Inde-
pendence can help break the logjam that has
blocked reform for so long. By building sup-
port for the McCain-Feingold and Shays-
Meehan campaign finance reform bills,
Project Independence will give citizens a
voice as we work to reform our politics and
renew our democracy.

Remarks at the Funeral of
Ambassador Pamela Harriman
February 13, 1997

We gather in tribute to Pamela Harriman,
patriot and public servant, American Ambas-
sador and citizen of the world, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother, and sister,
and for so many of us here, a cherished
friend. She adopted our country with extraor-
dinary devotion. Today her country bids her
farewell with profound gratitude.

Hillary and I have often talked about what
made Pamela so remarkable. It was more
than her elegance, as unforgettable as that
was. It was more than the lilt of her voice
and her laughter, more even, than the lumi-
nous presence that could light up a room,
a convention hall, or even the City of Lights
itself. It was more than her vibrant sense of
history and the wisdom that came to her from
the great events she had lived and those she
had helped to shape from the Battle of Brit-
ain to the peace accord in Bosnia. I think
it was most of all that she was truly indomi-
table.

One day the train she was on to London
was bombed twice during the Blitz. She sim-
ply brushed off the shards of glass, picked
herself up, and went to the office to do her
work at the Ministry of Supply. She was 21
years old.

More than 40 years later, all of us who
knew her saw the same resolve and strength
again and again, most tenderly, in the way
she gave not only love but dignity and pride
to Averell who, as long as he was with her,
was at the summit, even to his last days.

In 1991, she put her indomitability to a
new test in American politics, forming an or-
ganization with a name that made the pundits
chuckle because it did seem a laughable
oxymoron in those days: Democrats for the
Eighties. For members of our party at that
low ebb, she became organizer, inspirer, sus-
tainer, a captain of our cause in a long march
back to victory. She lifted our spirits and our
vision.

I will never forget how she was there for
Hillary and for me in 1992: wise counsel,
friend, a leader in our ranks who never
doubted the outcome, or if she did, covered
it so well with her well-known bravado that
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